
“Lord, teach us to pray.”  We learn from Jesus that our prayer should have an element of 

awe- “hallowed by your name.”  Your prayer puts you in the holy and awesome presence of 

God.  Be calm there, at peace, and be gratefully aware of God’s presence to you.   

And when you pray, be sure to say, “your kingdom come.”  Our prayer should be apostolic.  

You and I must be concerned for the coming of God’s kingdom of justice, love, and peace, 

and that we will remove the obstacles we place in the way of the kingdom.   

We notice that the instruction Jesus gives on prayer includes a conscious expression of our 

dependency on God’s providence for our basic needs.  How easy it is in an advanced, 

affluent society to forget our dependency on God.  Let’s mean what we pray- “give us this 

day our daily bread.” 

The Lord responds to our request for teaching us to pray by reminding us to pray for 

forgiveness.  Do we forgive or hold grudges.  We must forgive if our prayer is to be heard by 

God. 

“And do not subject us to the final test.”  We know we will be judged.  We always hope that 

we will be able to skip the final exam and still exit the course with a passing grade.  What 

the Lord would have us pray for here is for spiritual strength to overcome the spiritual 

enemy of our human nature; we are praying here for protection against the forces of evil.  It 

is foolish for us to live as if there were no evil in the world, as if God’s enemies had no 

interest in us, the people of God. 

After the recitation of the Lord’s prayer, Jesus will go on to teach about the need for 

persistence.  So we are to be not only faithful to prayer but also persistent.  Think of this 

image:  you are on a lake, in a boat, and the boat drew near to the dock.  You through out a 

line and it caught on a cleat at the edge of the dock and you pulled yourself in.  You didn’t 

pull the dock toward you; you pulled yourself toward the dock.  That’s the way it works with 

the prayer of petition.  You lift up your prayer and it catches onto a heavenly “cleat,” so to 

speak.  God hears you.  But you don’t pull God toward you, any more than you could pull 

the dock toward your boat.  You are drawn toward God, disposed to accept what God 

regards as best for you.  Your prayer of petition disposes you, readies you, to receive what 

God wants you to have; it doesn’t pull God toward your way of thinking or bend God’s will to 

yours.  You always know that the answer to your specific request might be, “no,” even 

though something different and better will indeed come your way.  Take the Lord at His 

word.  Keep on asking.  Keep on seeking.  Keep on knocking.  God will never ignore you, 

disappoint you or let you down.   


