
What would it take for the American family to live the life of poverty 
experienced by so many families in the world?  Begin by stripping the family 
home of furniture- beds, chairs, lamps, TV’s, silverware- everything.  Leave a 
few blankets, a kitchen table, and a wooden chair.  Take away the clothing 
bureaus. Each family member can keep one article of clothing, and only the 
head of the household is permitted a pair of shoes.  In the kitchen, take away 
all the appliances.  Leave a bag of flour, some sugar and salt, a few potatoes, 
onions, and dried beans.  The meat, the canned goods, the crackers, the 
candy all go.  Next, strip the bathroom, shut off the running water, and turn off 
the electricity.  Then, take away the house itself.  There’s no telephone, 
newspapers, firefighters, hospitals, paved roads, or doctors.  The nearest 
school is three miles away, reachable only by foot.  Finally, money.  Allow 
every family member a cash hoard of five dollars.  This is poverty in our world. 
 

Through Baptism, says St. Paul, we “have put on the new self” which is 
Christ.  “It’s no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.”  We are now 
expected to live moral and upright lives in a world that fosters immorality of 
every kind; we are now called to be generous with our possessions, our time, 
and ourselves in a world that applauds greed and selfishness; we are now 
required to be honest in our dealings with one another in a world devoured by 
every form of deceit.   
 

The most tragic kind of poverty is the emptiness of a life filled with “things” but 
possessing nothing of God.  So many of the pursuits of life today are vain, 
empty, lacking in substance.  Our culture idolizes youth, money, pleasure, and 
a carefree style of living.  Yet we all know that such pursuits are very tenuous.  
Youth certainly does not last long for anyone.  Financial stability is out of the 
reach of many, and those who are able to enjoy it know that it does not take 
much for such stability to be threatened.  Pleasure itself is like a ravenous 
beast that is seldom satisfied, and people who can afford to enjoy a carefree 
style of living tell us that they often tire of it.  If we look deep into ourselves, 
we have to admit that the human heart longs for something more permanent, 
more lasting and we come to see that we have been made for “what is above” 
and that the desires of the human heart cannot be satisfied by what is here 
today and gone tomorrow. 


