
I don’t suppose there is very much in life that more of us value than peace of mind. 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke out against the abuses of the kings and because of 

that he found himself deeply in conflict.  St. Paul reminds us that because we are 

followers of Christ, we will find ourselves in conflict with those around us.  Christ 

knew most clearly that faith, to accept the fact that it’s God’s world and must be 

lived in on His terms, is a crisis, a turning point in one’s life.  Faith disturbs our 

comfort in the world.  Faith makes us face reality and see ourselves as we really 

are, in the world but not of the world.   

Perhaps a crisis a believer might experience might involve taking a look at one’s 

life and saying, “this just isn’t good enough.  This isn’t the way it should be.”  It may 

even be an experience of really having to say, “my life is a mess and I’ve gotten 

pretty comfortable, pretty complacent about it.  Maybe it’s time for some of that fire 

that Christ promises to be a part of the experience of faith.”  In any number of 

situations it may well be that the clearest mark of faith is to simply say with Christ, 

“it’s time to stir things up.  Jesus chose to establish a Church as the vehicle for His 

mission.  What is your enthusiasm for the Church today?  What is our parish’s 

enthusiasm for the cause of Christ?  Are we to comfortable, to detached from the 

urgent problems that were real concerns to Christ?  How fired up are we today 

about the work Jesus began- preaching Good News to the poor, healing the sick, 

saving sinners, sanctifying all?  Where is the fire today- all the volunteer service 

opportunities that make a difference in the lives of others- are they attracting 

Catholic hearts and hands who hear Jesus saying, “I have come to set the earth on 

fire.”  Where is the fire today?  Where are the Catholics who want to be priests and 

religious for the Church?  Nothing should prevent us from standing up and 

speaking up for all things Catholic, while dedicating our time, talent, and treasure, 

to the advancement of Catholic institutions.  We simply cannot permit the fire to go 

out! 

The fire Christ brings is a cleansing fire.  It’s meant to burn away our attachment to 

the world, false values.  Such a fire may be upsetting, but it’s never deadly.  Peace 

of mind is our heritage as believers.  But it’s not the serenity of being withdrawn 

from the issues of an incomplete world.  Rather, it’s the serenity of one, like St. 

Paul, who knows that a great deal of effort will be demanded of him, but one who 

knows as well that the effort is noble, sacred, and it will be successful. 


