
In the U.S., 79 million people have unpaid medical bills; medical debt contributes 
to two-thirds of all personal and family bankruptcies. A number of churches have 
found a creative way to help these families.  When someone can’t pay a medical 
bill, that debt is packaged with other people’s debt and sold to bill collectors for a 
fraction of the total amount. Those debts typically come from low-income folks 
and are more difficult to collect. Because hospitals/medical practices are eager 
to get those hard-to-collect debts off their books, they sell the debt cheap. 
  

A group of professionals formed a nonprofit organization named RIP Medical 
Debt. They buy up medical debt for pennies on the dollar and then forgive the 
debt. RIP recruits local groups to help — and churches have been especially 
responsive. A Kansas church’s commitment of $22,000 was able to wipe out 
$2.2 million in debt, not only for the Wichita area but all available debt for every 
Kansan facing insolvency because of medical expenses they couldn’t afford to 
pay — 1,600 people in all. A Maryland church erased $1.9 million for 900 
families this past March. The total amount they raised: $15,000. An 18-year-old 
in Syracuse, New York, organized her high school classmates to raise a few 
thousand dollars that forgave $15 million worth of medical debt for 9,000 people. 
  

A big part of RIP’s appeal comes from the impact that even a small donation can 
have. One pastor whose church is one of 18 that worked with RIP since 2018 
says that medical debt and affordability issues resonate with parishioners. “We 
need to do not just this but many things that practically show the love of God. It’s 
hard to tell somebody God loves you if they’re starving and don’t deal with the 
problem.” 
 

Stewardship means to make the best use of whatever we’ve been given.  We 
have time.  Would the way I use time really show as true what I say is important 
to me?  We have material possessions.  We each have some influence over 
at least some of the material wealth of the world, and our distinctive footprints 
are left on the world by the way we use that wealth.  We have as individuals 
and a community a staggering range of skill and talent- all great gifts, all 
instruments of great power.  Stewardship is a good word.  It’s what we are called 
to do, how we are called to live in God’s world.  Those who do stewardship well, 
those who manage fruitfully the resources with which they have been entrusted, 
it is they whom the Father calls good. 


