
He sits in the back of the classroom, carefully following the teacher’s lesson. He 
loves school, but everything else in his life is a struggle. His exhausted mom is 
raising him and his brother and money is tight — he works a part-time job that 
helps keep the family afloat. He’s naturally shy and feels intimidated, surrounded 
by kids from families far better off, so he tends to stay in the background. He’s a 
bright kid, with potential to do great things — if only someone would see him. 
  

She works hard in the office. She’s been there for a while, making a little more 
than minimum wage. But truth be told, she makes the place work: she picks up 
the slack when someone messes up; she’s learned to think three and four steps 
ahead, often solving a problem before it starts. The manager and sales team 
have come to depend on her — they just don’t realize it. Her organizational skills 
are terrific; her generosity of spirit and her ability to deal with people with 
patience have won her the respect of all. She should be on the management 
track — if only someone would see her. 
  

There are those who work hard not to be seen. Some are here legally, with 
limited visas; many are not. They work the farms at harvest; they crew fishing 
and crab boats. Except for a few dollars for their expenses while here, they send 
their earnings home. But many have come to consider them enemies and 
thieves. But they just want what we all want for our families. 
  

The widow of Jesus’ parable lives among us: the poor, the struggling, the 
ignored, the forgotten. Christ promises that the Father hears the worthy prayer 
of the widow in her many guises and that her perseverance in faith will one day 
be rewarded and Jesus challenges us to put aside our self-absorption and see 
her. In her many guises, she is Christ. To be a believer means to be persistent. 
The reason for our persistence is not that it will eventually make God see things 
our way. It’s rather that by persevering, in prayer and in everything we are called 
to do, that perseverance will bring us into closer accord with God’s view of the 
world. God’s view of the world is that it’s worth saving. There is nothing more 
persistent in human history than God’s love for us. The entire Scripture is a 
testimony to that. Scripture is a testimony as well to the fact that a good deal of 
the time humankind has not been particularly loveable. Yet, God’s love is 
changeless and constant. It does not depend on what we do. To be a believer 
means to see the world as God sees it and to act toward the world as God does.    


