
Joseph is on the line- the line between law and love.  Because Mary finds herself 
pregnant, outside of marriage, the law says that Mary has to be cut off.  The 
engagement to Joseph must now be broken.  Love prompted Joseph to want to 
spare Mary of any pain and publicity.  An even deeper love prompted Joseph to 
take God’s message and messenger seriously so Joseph decided to trust God, to 
break the law, and to set up a home with Mary.  Imagine the fix Joseph found 
himself to be in- right there on the line between law and love.  You and I will find 
ourselves on that same line from time to time.  As you traverse that line, like 
Joseph, you will find that there is only one absolute and that is the will of God.  You 
will find that there is only one ultimate law for you and that’s the law of love. 

This is not to say that we should have no respect for human law.  It’s simply to say 
that we are capable of using the law as a substitute for responsible decision 
making.  We can substitute external authority for internal integrity.  We can permit 
the letter of the law to stifle the potential of courageous love or we can follow the 
promptings of our hearts and make the choice for what might be perceived as an 
illegal action all the while working to change the law to let it embody more fully the 
principle of love. That’s how Joseph became a saint!  We are forever called to 
discern the alternate paths we might take, what God is asking us to do, to become. 

Faith tells us that there are good and evil spirits at work.  The push or pull within us 
can be from God or not from God.  Are we moving away from God- a downward 
slope; or are we trying to allow ourselves to be drawn toward God- the right 
direction.  Heed the pangs of conscience when we are on the down side; the Holy 
Spirit is trying to get through to us.  We have many decisions to make as we move 
through life.  God is not a disinterested observer.  God is calling; prompting; we 
have to discern the direction in which God is calling us to move, just as Joseph had 
to figure things out.  If we are going to decide well, we have to discern well and the 
target of our discernment is the will of God.  You and I will be quiet before God, as 
Joseph was, to detect the movements of competing spirits.  The Lord will give us a 
sign as He gave a sign to Joseph but if we want that to happen, we have to take 
care now to be like Joseph: a just person, a good, generous, loving person whose 
heart was open to whatever God willed for Him.  Whatever you find yourself doing 
in life, whatever your occupation may be, you will find that you have to live your life 
between law and love, drawing on both, permitting one to discipline the other. 


