
The Magi see the star, they set out and they bring gifts. 

Seeing the star. This is where it starts. But why did the Magi alone see the star? 
Perhaps because few people raised their eyes to heaven. We often make do 
with looking at the ground: it’s enough to have our health, a little money and a bit 
of entertainment. Do we still know how to look up at the sky. Do we know how to 
dream, to long for God, to expect the newness he brings, or do we let ourselves 
be swept along by life? The Magi were not content with just getting by. They 
understood that to truly live, we need a lofty goal and we need to keep looking 
up. 

Setting out, the second thing the Magi do, is essential if we are to find Jesus. His 
star demands a decision to take up the journey and to advance tirelessly on our 
way. It demands that we free ourselves from useless burdens and unnecessary 
extras that only prove a hindrance, and accept obstacles along the way. Jesus 
allows himself to be found by those who seek him, but to find him we need to get 
up and go, not sit around but take risks. Jesus makes demands: he tells those 
who seek him to leave behind the worldly comforts. Following Jesus is a journey 
to be undertaken. God, who set his people free in the exodus and called new 
peoples to follow his star, grants freedom and joy always in the course of a 
journey. If we want to find Jesus, we have to overcome our fear of taking risks 
and our refusal to ask anything more of life. 

Bringing gifts. Having come to Jesus after a long journey, the Magi bring gifts. 
Jesus is there to give his life; they offer him their own gifts. To give freely without 
expecting anything in return: this is the sure sign that we have found Jesus. For 
he says: “The gift you have received, give as a gift” (Mt 10:8). To do good 
without counting the cost, even when unasked, even when you gain nothing, 
even if it is unpleasant. That is what God wants. He, who became small for our 
sake, asks us to offer something for the least of his brothers and sisters. Who 
are they? They are those who have nothing to give in return: the needy, the 
hungry, the stranger, the prisoner, the poor. These are gifts that cannot be 
lacking in the lives of Christians.  

Let us imitate the Magi: looking upwards, setting out, and freely offering our 
gifts. 


