
The life of the Church begins with the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Christ reigns on Earth insofar as 
those of us who make up the Church are moved by his Spirit to do his will.  When we follow the 
inclinations of our fallen nature rather than the leading of the Holy Spirit, then we don’t make the 
kingdom present on Earth.  And it’s so easy to live by our fallen nature.  That’s why in the 
Pentecost Sequence we pray: “Heal our wounds, our strength renew; On our dryness pour your 
dew; Wash the stains of guilt away: Bend the stubborn heart and will; Melt the frozen, warm the 
chill; Guide the steps that go astray.”  Wounded, dry, stained, stubborn, frozen, straying: this is our 
natural condition. This is what we will do and be without the Holy Spirit. “Where you are not, we 
have naught.” 
 
It’s the nature of things to fall apart, to break down, to die.  Everything is falling apart all the time.  
Wood rots, iron rusts, diamonds break down into graphite.  Cracks in the street turn into potholes.  
Mountains erode.  Stars die.  In the same way, the whole history of humanity, from the Garden of 
Eden to this pandemic, is a never-ending story of chaos, conflict and division, which is the opposite 
of the peace that the Holy Spirit brings to us if we are open to him.  When we’re in harmony with 
God by his Holy Spirit, everything else is in harmony; when we resist the Holy Spirit, the result is 
chaos.  Our first parents, Adam and Eve, were created by God in perfect harmony.  Then came 
temptation and sin.  And of course sin separates us from God — but it doesn’t stop there.  The 
effects of sin cascade like dominos bringing chaos everywhere which was never God’s plan. 
 
God brings harmony and peace.  Sin separates us from God.  When we live by our fallen nature 
rather than by the Holy Spirit, chaos is the result.  We see it in the history of God’s people.  David 
united the kingdom, but after Solomon it split in two.  In the time of Jesus there were Pharisees, 
Sadducees, Zealots, Essenes and other sects.  In Pentecost the Holy Spirit begins to reverse all 
this.  But fallen human nature is still with us.  In the New Testament we see Christians divided: rich 
Christians mistreating the poor; Christian masters owning slaves.  Some claim to follow Saint Paul 
or Saint Peter or Saint Barnabas and so on.  And as church history unfolds, the Church is afflicted 
by ongoing schisms- the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox and then the 
Protestant Reformation.  Division and conflict is the result of sin, of pride, a lack of love separating 
us from God.  God brings harmony and peace to everything everywhere.  Sin brings chaos to 
everything everywhere.  Falling apart is what fallen nature does. 
 
What’s notable is when we find things being put together, driven by some source of power — like 
the sun, which drives all life on this planet.  In the spiritual world, that source of power is the Holy 
Spirit.  Without His fire in our lives, everything falls apart; like life on this planet if the sun were to 
disappear.  Every morning, when the sun rises, plants receive light which makes their life possible.  
We need to turn our hearts to the Holy Spirit’s power every day to heal cracks in our hearts and 
souls before they become something worse.  We need prayer; the Mass; confession.  We need to 
feel these needs as the needs they are: “rest most sweet; coolness in the heat; solace in the midst 
of woe.”  If we don’t want our lives, families, and church to fall apart, we need to be humble and 
gentle.  We need to apologize when we’re wrong, and to forgive as God has forgiven.  I’m not 
telling you anything you don’t know!  But knowledge isn’t enough.  Knowing this won’t save us.  
Good intentions won’t save us.  Following the rules won’t save us.  How can we be saved?  “Come, 
Holy Spirit!  Shed a ray of light divine!” 


