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LITURGY OF THE WORD- EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

HYMN 
 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us your humble dwelling, all your faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, source of all compassion, love unbounded, love all pure, 
Visit us with your salvation:  let your love in us endure. 

INTRODUCTION 

All sign themselves with the sign of the cross saying, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.” 

Leader:  Let us praise God, who fills our hearts and home with peace.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

All respond: Blessed be God for ever. 

Sing or recite the Gloria together: 
 
  Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
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Amen. 

Leader:  Let us pray, 

Draw near to your servants, O Lord, 
and answer their prayers with unceasing kindness, 
that, for those who glory in you as their Creator and guide, 
you may restore what you have created 
and keep safe what you have restored. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

READINGS 

It is encouraged that someone other than the leader should proclaim the readings of the day from a Bible.  
Otherwise, daily readings may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings, and audio recordings of the daily readings 
may be found at usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm.   

First reading: Isaiah 55:1-3 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 

Refrain (all together):  The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

The LORD is gracious and merciful,     
    slow to anger and of great kindness. 
The LORD is good to all 
    and compassionate toward all his works. 

Refrain (all together):  The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

The eyes of all look hopefully to you, 
    and you give them their food in due season; 
you open your hand 
    and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

Refrain (all together):  The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

The LORD is just in all his ways 
    and holy in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 
    to all who call upon him in truth. 

Refrain (all together):  The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings-audio.cfm
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Gospel (All stand for the reading of the Gospel. A layperson omits the greeting, “The Lord be with you” and 
proceeds to “A reading from the holy Gospel According to ….”): Matthew 14:13-21 

REFLECTION ON THE READINGS  

This week we have a reflection from Fr. Augusty Valomchalil, pastor of St. Lawrence Parish and St. William 
Parish in Knottsville: 

There is a story of a Hebrew slave who saved the life of the Pharaoh. In gratitude the Pharaoh promised the slave 
to fulfil any wish he would ask of him. The slave, instead of asking freedom for himself and his people, asked that 
every Hebrew slave should be given two hours free every day for prayer, reflection and learning. The slave 
explained that daily prayer is more important than daily bread! People who raise their heart to God will never be a 
people of slaves. Others can enslave your body, but not your soul! Only a few understood it but the slave was 
right. In prayer and silence we experience an inner freedom that no one can take away from us even when within 
the midst of sad and shocking news.  

We need silence and interiority. Anyone who is swollen with exteriority feels empty in the soul. When the soul is 
empty one becomes like a clashing cymbal as Saint Paul says, “…if I do not have love, I am a resounding gong or 
a clashing cymbal” (I Cor. 13:1). It is in prayer, silence and interiority that one comes in contact with God who is 
the fount of love and mercy. This silence, prayer and interiority are needed, especially in the important and 
difficult moments of our lives just like it happened in the life of Jesus.  

We find this in the first verse of today’s gospel. It is easy to bypass as we move towards the multiplication of 
bread. The very act of Jesus, after hearing of the death of John the Baptist, withdrawing in a boat to a lonely 
place, tells us that Jesus wanted some time alone. John meant a lot to Jesus. Jesus said, “I tell you, among those 
born of women, no one is greater than John” (Luke 7:28). When Mary visited Elizabeth, John, sensing the 
presence of Jesus in the womb of Mary, leapt with joy in the womb of his mother. John with his humility, came to 
prepare the way for Jesus, stating, “He must increase; I must decrease” (John 3:30). He asked his disciples to 
follow Jesus. “John was there again with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said, “Behold, 
the Lamb of God.” The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus” (John 1:35-37).  

Jesus had many occasions to be troubled, sad and in need of a solitary moment. Losing someone whom we love 
really hurts. Grief takes over, our emotions become numb and tears flow. Sometimes all we want is be alone. Like 
us, Jesus experienced the painful loss of family and friends. When Lazarus died, he wept and on hearing the death 
of John he looked for a place to be alone. Jesus teaches us that it is alright to grieve and we can relate to him when 
we find ourselves in such moments. Jesus had the experience of receiving unexpected bad news, like what we 
have in today’s gospel, and teaches us his way of processing it. Time and again the gospels reveal the primary 
source of Jesus’ strength. He took measures to be alone with the Father. This solitary moment with his Father, 
spent in silence, prayer and interiority empowered him to turn outward.  

In the time of grief and need to be with the Lord in prayer, withdrawal into silence and interiority empowers us to 
love and serve others as it did in the life of Jesus our Lord.  

Additionally, you can also find video reflections from the USCCB on the readings here: 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/.  

Observe a period of silence for reflection on the Word of God.  You may want to ask the following questions: 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/reflections/
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  What word or phrase is stirring in your heart? 
  How can you apply this message to your daily life? 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

Leader: Let us give glory to the great God, presenting our needs with trust and confidence. 

You or members of your family can be invited to speak out their intercessions, to which all reply, “Lord, hear our 
prayer.”  It would be good to include a prayer for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and a return to public 
Sunday Eucharist. 

Leader: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers of your people — who give praise for all the good things 
that come from you, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Response: Amen. 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

ACT OF THANKSGIVING 

Make a prayer of thanksgiving. This can be your own personal prayer of thanksgiving, a canticle of praise from 
scripture, or you may choose one of the following Psalms: Psalm 100; Psalm 113; Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29; Psalm 
136; Psalm 150 

CONCLUDING RITE 

In solidarity with our diocese, here you could include Pope Francis’ prayer to Mary for protection against the 
coronavirus found at the beginning of the Diocese of Owensboro Prayer Companion.  

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

All sign themselves with the cross. 

Response: Amen 
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As an option here, you could add “Let us offer each other the sign of peace,” extending a sign of Christ’s peace to 
your loved ones by way of a hug, kiss, or whatever would be most appropriate for your situation. 

HYMN 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Finish then your new creation, pure and spotless, gracious Lord. 
Let us see your great salvation perfectly in you restored, 
Changed from glory into glory till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we sing before th’Almighty, lost in wonder, love and praise. 
 
Charles Wesley, 1707—1788 
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