
Baptism- the recognition of the gift of faith and the blessing of God’s life in 
union with our lives, the blessing of becoming children of God in relationship 
with Him, the blessing of the Holy Spirit as our advocate and guide, the 
blessing of belonging to the family of God- the Church, the blessing of sharing 
in eternal happiness with God.  In Baptism, we are committed, in a public 
ritual, to God and anointed as priest, prophet and king to live His image and 
likeness serving Him and others as Christ Himself. 
 
Every saint is a saint because they were faithful to their baptismal promises.  
Holiness depends on fidelity to Baptism in the life of the Church and what we 
are called to be in Jesus Christ. 
 
*Do you reject Satan?  *And all his works?  *And all His empty promises?  *Do 
you believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth?  *Do 
you believe in Jesus Christ, His Son and our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried, rose from dead, and is now seated at the right 
hand of the Father?  *Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the Body, and life everlasting?  This is our faith! 
 
Baptism lays out our purpose- to be Christian- to be Christ!  We shape the 
world we live in.  We give witness to the dignity of life; the sacredness of 
sexuality; the strength of faith, fidelity and morality; the priority of family life; 
the need to be responsible for the Church, for each other and the community 
in which we live committed to spending our lives in service; and to be guided 
by the fact that the deepest truth about us is not what we have but who we are 
as children of God.  Baptism is the Sacrament that is the key to holiness.  
With Jesus, we entered the waters of Baptism; with Jesus, we have left 
behind slavery to sin and death; with Christ, we have risen as members of His 
body, whose coming we celebrated during this Season of Christmas and 
whose return we await.  Touched by God and indelibly marked, we continue 
the journey- called by the Church to live Jesus- let us follow the Lamb of God 
from death to life! 


