
The Apostle Paul was grieved to learn that the Christians of Corinth had split 
into different factions.  Some claimed:  I belong to Paul; while others claimed: I 
belong to Apollos or I belong to Cephas, and others yet claimed: I belong to 
Christ (cf. v. 12).  St. Paul could not even praise those who claimed to belong to 
Christ, since they were using the name of the one Savior to set themselves apart 
from their other brothers and sisters within the community.   
 
Amid this divisiveness, Paul appeals to the Christians of Corinth by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to be in agreement, so that divisions will not reign among 
them, but rather a perfect union of mind and purpose (cf. v. 10).  The 
communion for which the Apostle pleads, however, cannot be the fruit of 
human strategies.  Perfect union among brothers and sisters can only come from 
looking to the mind and heart of Christ Jesus.  
 
As we gather here in prayer and worship, may we realize that Christ, who 
cannot be divided, wants to draw us to Himself, to the sentiments of His heart, 
to His complete and confident surrender into the hands of the Father, to His 
radical self-emptying on the cross for love of humanity.  Christ alone can be the 
principle, the cause and the driving force behind our unity as Christians.  As we 
find ourselves in His presence, we realize all the more that we may not regard 
divisions in the Church as something natural, inevitable in any form of human 
association.  Our divisions wound Christ’s body, they impair the witness which 
we are called to give to Him before the world.   Christ the Lord founded one 
Church and one Church only.  However, many Christian communities present 
themselves to people as the true inheritance of Jesus Christ; all indeed profess to 
be followers of the Lord but they differ in outlook and go their different ways, 
as if Christ were divided.  Such division openly contradicts the will of Christ, 
scandalizes the world, and damages the sacred cause of preaching the Gospel to 
every creature.  Christ cannot be divided!  This conviction must sustain and 
encourage us to persevere with humility and trust on the way to the restoration 
of full visible unity among all believers in Christ. 
 
Let us all pray that we may put on the mind and heart of Christ and thus 
progress towards the unity which He wills.  Let us ask the Lord Jesus, who has 
made us living members of His body, to keep us deeply united to Him, to help 
us overcome our conflicts, our divisions and our self-seeking, and to be united 
to one another by one force, by the power of love which the Holy Spirit pours 
into our hearts. 


